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Congratulations John 
 
On Friday 18th October, John Mowbray was inducted into the 
Kapiti Business Hall of Fame by Mayor Gurunathan, at a 
dinner attended by 400 people.  John is the 12th person so 
honoured since the awards began in 2009.  The Hall of Fame 
“recognises living individual business people resident in the 
Kapiti district whose exceptional efforts in business and the 
community have had a positive impact on economic growth 
and business success.”  The Mayor’s induction address 
included the following… 
 

”Since 1965 John Mowbray has operated Mowbray 
Collectables in Otaki, rapidly reaching international status and 
bringing recognition to New Zealand for its performance and 
acumen by trading $100 million in stamps since 1974, 
including $40 million in exports.  The company has had a stand at every major stamp exhibition in 
the English-speaking world since 1980 and the company name is well known to collectors around 
the world. 
 

John is a founding member of the NZ Stamp Dealers Association and was twice elected President 
from 1985-87 and from 1990-92. He has been a Director of Sotheby’s Australia, Stanley Gibbons of 
London, and Webb’s Fine Arts, and a Board member of the NZ Auctioneers Association. 
 

His knowledge and professionalism were acknowledged in 2018 when he became the first NZ dealer 
to be admitted as a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society in London for services to philately.  John 
was elected a Regional Vice-President of the Royal Philatelic Society of NZ in the same year.  In 1990 
he became the first person from outside of Europe to hold the post of World President of the 
International Federation of Stamp Dealers. In 1981 John was named the Wellington regional winner 
in the Air New Zealand Enterprise Awards. 
 

John has been a major supporter for NZ and overseas philatelic exhibitions, a regular sponsor of 
significant prizes for NZ exhibitions.  Behind the scenes he has played a significant role in securing 
significant philatelic items from overseas for the National Museum of New Zealand.  
 

His passion for rugby led him, as a member of the Waikanae Rugby Club, to becoming Schoolboy 
Convenor, serving as a member of the management committee for the last 34 years. He was elected 
Patron in 1998, and is a Life Member of the Club. He went on to higher office with the NZ Rugby 
Football Union where he has been chairman of the Horowhenua Kapiti Rugby Union for the last 15 
years - the longest serving chairman for that Union and the seventh longest in the history of the 
NZRFU.  As part of his role as HKRU chairman, he served as a Director of the Hurricanes from 2007-
2011 and has served on various committees and panels of the NZRFU. 
 

Probably best known by the locals in his home district for his voluntary commitment to the 
development of rugby in Kapiti-Horowhenua, the use of his business skills in supporting secondary 
education, and his support for the arts, he regularly provides his voluntary services as an auctioneer 
to organisations seeking to raise funds and makes unpublicised donations. 
 

John is well-regarded for maintaining his base of operations, and 15 local staff, in the small provincial 
town of Otaki instead of being attracted to the bright lights of a main centre or overseas, but what 
makes him truly stand out is his unassuming professionalism and courtesy in all he has tackled, and 
the respect his community has for him.” 

 

 
 

STAMPS & COINS WANTED 
 

MAJOR STAMP & COIN AUCTIONS 
6th & 7th March 2020 

 

Our 59 International auctions have been highly successful with a total of $30 million being 
realised.  The four auctions last year generated extensive interest, including good media 
coverage, and realised a sales total of over $2 million!  Demand remains high and these 
auctions will also generate great sales opportunities for vendors. Any unsold lots will be 
offered at our stand at the Auckland and London Exhibitions a few weeks later. 
 

Preparation is now well under way for these auctions, to be held at the West Plaza Hotel, 
Wellington, with Coins Friday 6th March and Stamps Saturday 7th March (viewing at the same 
venue). 
 

We are now seeking suitable material for inclusion in these auctions 
If you have suitable material - quality stamp collections, fine rarities, good postal history 
material, coins, medals or banknotes we will be pleased to auction on your behalf.  Advice of 
material available is required NOW.  Please contact us by phone, letter, fax or email. 
 

Due to the numbers of vendors wishing to participate in our sale, there is a normal minimum 
valuation of NZ$1,000 per consignment.  Consignments under this value we may consider 
purchasing outright. 
 

We can offer you: 
 Attractive low charges; 
 International buyers; 
 Well-presented sale catalogues, posted to 5,000 recognised buyers worldwide; 
 The care and individual attention that your material deserves. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you.  If phoning ask for – Stamps:  John Mowbray or Chris 
Burtt.    Coins & Banknotes:  David Galt or Nicola Bowden 
 

The deadline for acceptance of material is 20 December 2019.  Acceptance cannot be 
guaranteed after this date. 
 
Phone: +64 6 364 8270, Fax +64 6 364 8252 
Email: auctions@mowbrays.co.nz 
Post: Private Bag 63000, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 
Website: www.mowbraycollectables.com 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS CATALOGUE: 


*  - MUH (mint, not hinged) 
/ - mint & used 
ACS - Auckland City Stamps (NZ) 
b/s - backstamp 
BW - Brusden White 
C  - cover/entire/postcard 
cds  - circular date stamp 
CP  - Campbell Paterson (NZ) 
CTO - cancelled to order 
FDC - first day cover 
FU - fine used (light pmk) 
GU  - good used 

H/H - heavy hinged 
h/s - handstamp 
LH - light hinged 
LJ - Len Jury 
M - mint, previously hinged 
MNG - mint no gum 
m/s - miniature sheet  
   or manuscript postmark 
o/c  - off centre 
OG - original gum 
P - proof/reprint 
p/c - postcard 

pmk - postmark   
PPC - picture postcard 
PU - postally used 
R         - revenue 
r/s - rubber stamp 
S         - specimen 
seln - selection 
SG  - Stanley Gibbons (UK) 
s/l - straight line 
"GU" and "FU" refer to the postmark 

POSTAL AUCTION 518 
 

Closes: Tuesday 3rd December 2019 
    

INDEX OF LOTS 
 1 - 311 Collections & Accumulations 
 312 - 321 Collectables 
 322 - 379 Thematics 
 380 - 425 Accessories 
 426 - 437 Catalogues 
 438  - 470 Literature 
 471 - 555 New Zealand - Postal History 
 556 - 603  - Postal Stationery 
 604 - 1270  - Definitives 
 1271 - 1287  - Airmail 
 1288 - 1459  - Commemoratives 
 1460 - 1549  - Health 
 1550 - 1739  - Officials 
 1740 - 1785  - Life Insurance 
 1786 - 1838  - Postal Fiscals 
 1839 - 1886  - Booklets 
 1887 - 2007  - Other 
 2008 - 2052  - Revenues 
 2053 - 2084  - Cinderellas 
 2085 - 2158 Polar 
 2159 - 2197 Flight Covers 
 2198 - 2354 Australia 
 2355 - 2541 Pacific Islands 
 2542 - 2721 Great Britain 
 2722 - 3352 British Commonwealth 
 3353 - 3816 Foreign 
    

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
- You can bid by mail, phone, fax, email or via our website - see contact details below. 
- For enquiries on any lots, contact our office as above. 
- Lots are listed on a simplified basis unless otherwise stated. 
- Stamps illustrated in colour may not be exactly true to shade. 
- Bids under 2/3rds of estimate are generally not considered. 
- NZ Bidders: GST of 15% will be added to successful bids. 
    

EXCHANGE RATES at time of printing (subject to change) NZ Dollar equals UK 51p, USA 65c, 
Australia 96c, Canada 87c, Euro 59c, Japan ¥72, Hong Kong $5.20, Singapore 91c.   
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 828 980 912 918 1230

 837 851 Ex 884 895 920 942

 943 969 971 1019

 1067 1127 1198 1202 1228 1303

 1298 1304 1560 1598 1638



 1476 1479 1523 1557 1558

 1562 1569 1585 1830 2021

 1614 1645 1668 1744 1745

 1754 1812 1994 1997

25
45

25
53

25
44

25
42

2023



 2200 2220 2242 2273 2304

 2465 2549 2550 2640

 2558 2561 2563 2587 2590

 2596 2609 2611 2630 2749 2767

 2606 2621 2810 2812



 2851 Ex 2898 2915 3017 3127

 3146 3200 Ex 3265 3324 3330

 3582 3464 3621 3660 3684 3727

 3674 3675 3683 3756

 Ex 3389 3587

3757

3758

3738


