
 

Lot number 001                                                                                                                                                          Updated 21/2/25 
Medal New Zealand Medal, Undated 
Recipient 1550 PTE G SMYTH  58th FOOT 
Biographical 
notes 

George Smyth was born in Theberton, Suffolk in1822, the son of Thomas Smith and Lucy nee 
Woodard. Both George and his brother John (b.1819, service no. 1549) enlisted as a Private with 
the 58th Regiment on 11th Dec 1842. George was then a labourer. In 1843 the regiment took over 
garrison duties in New South Wales, with the troops progressively travelling to Australia as 
guards on 19 convict ships. George departed Deptford on the Duke of Richmond on 31 August 
1843, arriving at Sydney on 24 January 1844.   
  
In March 1845 a quarter of the regiment was dispatched to the Bay of Islands under Col Wynard 
and a remaining group went to Norfolk Islands. It appears more likely that 1550 George Smyth 
and 1549 John Smyth were in Norfolk Island as they are recorded as travelling from Sydney with 
the Norfolk contingent on the Louisa arriving 23 Dec 1845. This implies that he was not the 
George Smyth listed as wounded at the Battle of Puketutu who is probably 1410 George Smith 
who is listed in the medal roll as being wounded there. However, his absence is not totally 
certain as there is another Smyth also listed (see below) and 1550 George Smyth’s name 
appears to be consistently spelt Smyth at this time in Army records. The absence of  his name as 
wounded in the medal roll is not conclusive as some other casualties are also not recorded. 
 
Both Smyth brothers were, however, probably present at the Battle of Ruapekapeka (11 Jan 
1846) as both are listed as being in the detachment at the Bay of Islands. Neither are recorded 
as spending any time in hospital, so it is unlikely that they were seriously wounded there. 
  
George served with the 58th Foot for 11 years and was in New Zealand for 8 of these.  He was 
discharged in 1853 and in about 1857 he received a land grant of 40 acres In Otahuhu (as did his 
brother, John). In 1877 he is recorded as winning the Otahuhu Agricultural Society ploughing 
contest, and in 1897 he applied for an additional land grant for his service in the militia. He 
married Rose Ann McMullen on 24 Aug 1858, and he died at Otahuhu on 22 Sept 1910 (and is 
buried as George Smith) 

Comments Impressed 
Sources Ancestry.com; Archives NZ R8098781; Papers Past - Auckland Times 24 May 1845; Auckland 

Star, 26 June 1877. 
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/okaihau-nz-wars-memorial-cross 
Lists many 58th Regiment Soldiers killed and confirms the newspaper list relates to the Puketutu 
battle. 
We gratefully acknowledge comments from clients who pointed out additional sources of 
information. 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/okaihau-nz-wars-memorial-cross


Documents Auckland Times 24 May 1845 
And the same list more clearly printed: 

New Zealand Spectator and Cook's Strait Guardian 21 June 1845 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Archives NZ R8098781;

 
 
The AJCP for Jan to Mar 1846 https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1654032607/view Note that throughout 
this period, his name was consistently spelt in all military records as Smyth.  

  
 

  

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-1654032607/view


 

Lot number 002  
Medal New Zealand Medal, 1861-1866 
Recipient SERGT. D. RUDDOCK, 3RD, WAIKATO REGT XXXXXd out, SPEC impressed. 
Biographical 
notes 

Daniel Rossiter Rudduck was born in Mells, Somerset in 1835, the son of George Rudduck and 
Eliza nee Rossiter. He was arrested in London for larceny alongside his brother William in 1853. 
When his other brother George died in Crimea, Daniel decided to migrate to New Zealand. In 
1867 he married Elizabeth Scott in Oamaru. He is on the New Zealand medal roll for his 
service as a Sergeant in the 3rd Waikato Regiment in the 1860s wars. After the war he returned 
to Oamaru, dying there in 1915. 

Comments His name is misspelt in the Medal roll and on the Medal. 
Sources Papers Past, Oamaru Mail 20 Sept 1915. 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 004 
Medal New Zealand Medal 
Recipient 1485.DRVR. JOHN MOORE, RYL.. ARTILLERY. 
Biographical 
notes 

John Moore was born in County Down, Ireland c.1830. He enlisted with the Royal Artillery in 
Ireland on 26 May 1855. He entered as a Gunner and was promoted to Bombardier on 1 July 
1859, then Corporal 20 Jun 1860. He was court martialed on 12 Aug 1860 which resulted in 2 
days in prison, returning him to Gunner. However, the medal roll shows that the medal was 
with the rank of Driver. He was present with the Field Force under Sir T. Pratt at Taranaki 
(Waitara) from 13th to 19 March 1861. Moore was discharged after 3 years and 277 days in New 
Zealand. He was discharged from the 4th Brigade Royal Artillery, as unfit for further service due 
to ill health on 31 Aug 1864 due to syphillis disease.  

In total he served for 9 years 10 months. His conduct was rated as “Good” and he was in 
possession of two good conduct badges even though he had been convicted by Court Martial 
once and his name was three times in the Regimental Defaulters Books. 
He returned to Ireland on the Lisburn on 24 Oct 1864. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 

 



 
 

  



Lot number 005 
Medal Government District Shooting Medal, Class Firing shooting medal, QSA, clasps Cape Colony, 

Rhodesia, Transvaal, & Efficient Service Medal 
Recipient 1) W. F. Ross  

2) W J. F. Ross   
Biographical 
notes 

1) William Fraser (or Frazer) Ross was born in 1840 in Adelaide, Australia, the son of William 
Fraser Ross and his wife Mary Elizabeth Blyth. He was one of the first members of the 
Castlemaine Volunteer Rifles Corp under Lt-Col Bull and was a notable marksman. 
 
He migrated to New Zealand in 1862 and married Mary Susan Fields in Dunedin in 1862, 
before joining the Gabriels Gully gold rush. By 1868 he was in Hokitika, where he was a 
prominent member of the Volunteer Corp and for some time the champion shot of the 
Westland province. 
 
In 1878 he moved to Wellington where he was a fruiterer on Lambton Quay. He had 11 
children, and he died at Chicago, USA on 25 June 1893 while he and his wife were visiting one 
of their sons. 
 

2) William James Frederick Ross was born in Dunedin in 1864, the second child of William 
Fraser Ross and Mary Susan Fields.  
 
He joined the 7th Company of the 4th contingent to the South African War on 23 Mar 1900 and 
was in South Africa until 1 April 1901. He was then invalided home, suffering from 
pneumonia resulting from his service. He also was recommended for promotion to Captain, 
but this was also abandoned because of ongoing ill-health. He was discharged on 28 
October 1901. 
 
On his return, he was accountant and inspector for the National Insurance Co and then 
manager of the Royal Insurance Co while volunteering with the NZ Militia until 20 Sept 1910, 
when he was transferred to the Reserve of Officers until July 1917. 
 
In 1912 he joined the Defence Dept as a civilian, and then in July 1917 he joined the newly 
formed NZ Army Ordnance Corp as a Sergeant. He was from 10 Jan 1923 to 31 Dec 1929 the 
Quartermaster sergeant at Trentham. He was awarded the NZ Long & Efficient Service medal 
in 1930. 
 
He was also active in the Wellington Boxing Assn and the Amateur Athletic Assn as well as 
singing with the Wellington Operatic Society including the role of Mikado. He never married 
and he died in Wellington on 27 Oct 1934. 

Comments  
Sources 1) Westland Times 14 Feb 1872; West Coast Times, 13 Feb 1874; New Zealand Mail, 18 Aug 

1893. 
2) Archives NZ will and military service records; Dominion 30 Oct 1934. 

Documents  



 
 



 



 
 

  



Lot number 007 
Medal Queens South Africa with clasps Transvaal, South Africa 1902 
Recipient 7415 SADLR:  R. BARWICK.  N.Z.M.R.  9th CONT: 
Biographical 
notes 

Robert Barwick was born in 1868 in Sunderland, Durham, the son of Robert Barwick and his 
wife Jane nee Hampton. He enlisted with the 9th contingent on 26 Feb 1902 and served for 153 
days before his discharge on 26 Aug 1902. 
He married Louisa Graham Rickaby in Sunderland in 1888 and migrated to Gisborne via 
Australia in1893. He died at Gisborne on 21 Dec 1949   

Comments F Reverse. 
Sources Auckland cenotaph (photo from the Auckland Weekly News 20 Feb 1902; Ancestry.com; 

Papers Past, Gisborne Herald, 22 Dec 1949 
Documents 

 

 
 

  



Lot number 008 
Medal Queens South Africa Medal & Victory Medal 
Recipient 8758 CORPL T. TASKER 1ST REGT 10TH N. Z. CONT; & 12/859 PTE. C. SITTAUER. N.Z.E.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

1) Thomas Tasker was born in Motueka, Nelson in 1870, the son of Thomas Tasker and 
Mary Jane nee Primer. His father died when he was only two, despite which he gave 
him as his next of kin on enlistment. By 1902 he was living in Gisborne and working as 
a bushman. He was enlisted for the 10th NZ Contingent on 9 April 1902 and his service 
abroad was counted as 127 days. He was discharged on 1 Feb 1903 after a period of 
illness in New Zealand. He attained the rank of Sergeant. He never married and he 
died in Auckland in 1940. 

2) Carl Sittauer was born in Auckland in 1893, the son of Josef Sittauer of Ohaupo and his 
wife, Helena Mary Stancliffe. His father had been born in Bohemia. He enlisted with 
the Auckland Infantry Regiment on 13 Aug 1914 and embarked overseas on 13 Oct 
1914, arriving in Egypt on 4 Dec 1914. He died on the 27th April 1915 of wounds he 
received in action at the Dardenelles. (His service record is cites both the 27th and 28th 
as death dates.) 

Comments With ribbon but no suspender, r/n Obv. 
Sources Ancestry.com; Archives New Zealand; Auckland cenotaph (photo from the Auckland Weekly 

News); Waikato Times, 27 May 1915; Waikato Times 15 Sept 1915; Vendor supplied papers. 
Documents 

 

 
 

 



Lot number 010 
Medal British War Medal and Memorial Plaque; also additional QSA ribbon. 
Recipient BWM 79243 TPR F.J. MERSON. N.Z.E.F. & Plaque, FRANK JAMES MERSON, no W on rear of 

plaque. 
Biographical 
notes 

Frank James Merson was born in 1875 in Greytown, Wairarapa, the son of James 

Francis Merson and Esther Walker.  

In 1900 he was working as a jockey in Greytown, but he then trained as a compositor at 

the Wairarapa Standard, before working in Levin and finally, by 1911 as a linotype 

operator with the Gisborne Times. He married Edith Ellen Bignal in 1906 but she died in 

1910 leaving him with a young daughter (b.1906). 

His military service was hampered by being short, at only 5 ft ½ inch (below the 5ft 2 in 

requirement for WW1). After being rejected for service by the New Zealand forces, he 

paid his own way to South Africa, where on 10 Oct 1901 he enlisted at Cape Town with 

the Canadian Scouts (service no 39168). He also was employed as a Guide and Scout in 

the Field Intelligence Dept from 29 April 1902 to 16 July 1902. He was discharged in 

Pretoria. For this he received the Queens South Africa with the Cape Colony, Orange 

Free State, Transvaal, and South Afrrica 1901-1902 clasps. When his medal arrived it 

was mislabelled Mason and had to be altered to Merson. 

However, he finally enlisted with the 43rd reinforcements on 30 April 1918 and embarked 
overseas on 10 Oct 1918 despite the fact that he already had a severe cold. He was 
disembarked as unwell on 22 Nov 1918 and died of broncho-pneumonia at Suez on 28 
Nov 1918. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; Archives New Zealand; Gisborne Times 11 Feb 1919. Manawatu Times, 5 Dec 

1918.  Vendor supplied clippings. Relevant Links 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19190211.2.12?items_per_page=10&
phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19181209.2.18?items_per_page=10&
phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MT19181205.2.57?items_per_page=10&qu
ery=Frank+Merson+death&snippet=true  

He is listed on the gates at the Greytown Soldiers Memorial Park and the Gisborne War 
memorial. Levin war memorial and Gisborne First World War memorial 

Documents  
  

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19190211.2.12?items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19190211.2.12?items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19181209.2.18?items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GIST19181209.2.18?items_per_page=10&phrase=2&query=Frank+Merson&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MT19181205.2.57?items_per_page=10&query=Frank+Merson+death&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/MT19181205.2.57?items_per_page=10&query=Frank+Merson+death&snippet=true
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/levin-war-memorial
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/gisborne-region-first-world-war-memorial


Lot number 011 
Medal British War Medal,  Rowing Inter Colonial Eights medal, Putney & Thames Service Regatta 

Senior Eights Medal 
Recipient 27760 CPL. C.W. KEINAN. N.Z.E.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

Charles William Keinan was born in Bluff in 1877, the son of John and Maria Gustava Keinan. 
His father was born in Finland. He worked as a telegraphist and had served three years with 
the Bluff Navals Corp prior to the war. He enlisted as a sapper on 12 June 1916 and was 
promoted to T/Corp on 18 Feb1917 and Cpl on 8 July 1917. After embarking overseas he 
remained at the NZ base in Plymouth, England & qualified for the BWM. He was discharged on 
26 Feb 1919. He married Annie Elizabeth Donaldson in 1906 and he died at Timaru in 1955 

Comments Rowing Inter Colonial Eights medal most likely from an interservice competition 
Sources Ancestry.com; Archives New Zealand 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 012 
Medal 1914-15 Star; British War Medal; Victory Medal 
Recipient 11/230 BDR W. D. COOK. N.Z.E.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

William Douglas Cook was born at New Plymouth in 1884, the son of William Cook and Jessie 
Turnbull nee Miller. 

He enlisted on 17 Aug 1914 as a Trooper and he embarked for the Dardanelles and Gallipoli on 
9 May 1915. He was wounded on 25 July 1915 and then wounded again at Anzac Cove, but this 
second time it was judged to be self-inflicted bullet wounds to his fingers. The injuries were 
such that he was hospitalised in Cairo and then in England. When he recovered, he was 
transferred to the 10th Battery of the 3rd Brigade Field Artillery in France as a Gunner (from 1 
March 1916) then A/Bdr (28 March 1916) and then promoted to Bombardier (23 Sept 1916) 
until he was wounded in his face, neck and forearm from a shell strike. He was evacuated 
again to hospital in England.  He was invalided to New Zealand on 10 March 1917 and struck 
off from strength on 30 May 1917 as being unfit for further service. 

He married Claire Leyland Bourne in 1930 and he died in 1967. 
Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; Archives NZ; NZ Births, deaths and marriages; Auckland cenotaph (photo from 

Otago Witness 1 Sept 1915). 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 013 
Medal 1914-15 Star; British War Medal; Victory Medal 
Recipient 10/2744  SJT.  W. K. RENNIE.  N.Z.E.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

William Kemp Rennie was born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1879, the son of James Rennie and 
Sarah nee Craw. In 1915 he was working as a carpenter in Tologa Bay, and he stated that he 
had previously served with the Cape Town Highlanders. 

He enlisted with the Wellington Infantry Regiment as a Corporal on 16 April 1915 and 
embarked overseas on 14 Aug 1915. He served in the Egypt 1915-16, Gallipoli (1915) Egyptian 
E.F., and Western Europe from 1916 to 1918. He was promoted to Temp Sergeant on 18 June 
1916 and Sergeant on 21 Sept 1916. 

He was discharged on 2 June 1919. He returned to Tologa Bay and to working as a carpenter. 
He married Lilian Gladys Fryday in 1923 and died at Gisborne on 11 Feb 1951. 

Comments  
Sources Photo, Auckland cenotaph; Archives NZ; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 015 
Medal British War Medals & Victory Medals 
Recipient 26853 SJT D S JONES NZEF; & 9/2377 DVR A H McLEOD NZEF 
Biographical 
notes 

1) David Samuel Jones was born in Napier in 1895, to Samuel David Jones and Emma 
Albertina Englebertsen. His New Zealand born mother’s father originally came from 
Sweden. He was living in Wairoa and working as a hardware salesman when he 
enlisted. He enlisted as a Private with 1st Auckland Infantry Battalion on 30 May 1916 
and served at the Western European front from 1916 to 1918, during which time he 
was wounded on at least two occasions. He was promoted to Cpl on 20 Mar 1918 and 
then to Sergt with the NZ (Māori) Pioneer Battalion on 12 July 1918. His father’s mother 
was Iritana Iwingoiro. He was discharged on 4 May 1919. He married Annie Josephine 
Martin in 1966 and died in Gisborne in 1981. 
 

2) Albert Hector McLeod was born in Gisborne in 1890, the son of Donald Alexander 
McLeod and Jessie. Prior to enlisting he was a station manager at Whatatutu. He had 
one year with the Defence cadets and 2 years with the Territorials Infantry prior to 
enlisting. Enlisting on 14 Nov 1915, he proceeded overseas on 2 Apr 1916. He spent a 
short time with the Egyptian E.F. before proceeding to the Western European 
operations. On 9 July 1918 he was transferred to the NZ Pioneer Battalion. He was 
discharged on 27 June 1919. He returned to Gisborne where he married Susan 
Callender Jackson Black. He died at Gisborne on 5 Sept 1952 

Comments  
Sources Archives NZX; Ancestry.com; Auckland cenotaph 
Documents 

 
David Samuel Jones – Image at right. 
 

 
 

  



Lot number 019 
Medal British War Medal 
Recipient 24881 TPR I DUNLOP NZEF 
Biographical 
notes 

1) Ian von der Heyde Dunlop was born in Gisborne in 1889, the son of John Tennant 
Dunlop and Kate Adeline von der Heyde.  He was working as a station manager when 
he enlisted with the Wellington Mounted Rifles. He enlisted on 6 Feb 1916 and 
proceeded overseas on 10 July 1916. He served in the Egyptian E.F. and was slightly 
wounded in Egypt 23 Dec 1916. He was discharged on 17 May 1919. He married 
Violetta Talbot in 1927 and he died at Dargaville in 1956. 
 

2) John Henry Heeney (also known as Jack) was born in Gisborne in 1893, the son of 
Hugh and Elizabeth Heeney. He married Marguerite Violet Kohi  (known as Greta) 
White in 1915. Prior to enlisting he had served with the 9th Regt, Gisborne and he was 
working as a General Smith with the Gisborne Borough council. He enlisted as a 
Private on 22 Jan 1917. He served in France, mostly around Étaples and Rouen. He 
was hospitalised after being wounded in the chest around 13 Oct 1917. He was 
transferred to hospital in England and in addition to recovering he qualified as a 
Shoeing Smith, and he returned to duty in France on 4 March 1918. He was discharged 
on 28th May 1919 and he died at Gisborne in 1966. 

Comments  
Sources Archives NZ; Ancestry.com (incl photo) 
Documents 

 



 
 

Lot number 021 
Medal British War Medal 
Recipient 70094 PTE W J DAWSON NZEF 
Biographical 
notes 

William John Dawson was born in 1877 at Manurewa, Auckland, the son of William James 
Dawson and Fanny nee Hayes. He worked as a farmer at Rangiriri. 

He enlisted with the 1st Bn of the Canterbury Regiment on 17 Oct 1918 and embarked 
overseas on 8 Feb 1918. He was KIA on 9 Oct 1918 at Le Cateau, France, and is buried at the 
Naves Communal Cemetery in France. He is also commemorated on the Manurewa War 
Memorial. 

Comments His probate file at Archives NZ contains two letters that he wrote while on service, including 
descriptions of his experience at the front. 

Sources Archives NZ; Ancestry.com; Auckland Museum cenotaph (photo from Auckland Weekly News 
9 Jan 1919). natlib.govt.nz 

Documents 

 
 

  

https://ndhadeliver.natlib.govt.nz/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE77402697


Lot number 022 
Medal British War Medal 
Recipient 10/3703 PTE W PETERS NZEF 
Biographical 
notes 

William Tangiwharau Peters was born in 1893, the son of Kahu Te Rangitake Peters and Mere 
Peria Bailee He was a farmer in Opunake when he enlisted. 

He enlisted with the 2nd Bn Auckland Infantry Regiment on 8 Jan 1916 and served in the 
Egyptian, Egyptian E.F. and the Western European forces. He was attached to the No 2 
Machine Gun Coy from 26 July 1916. 

He was killed in action at High Wood at the Somme on 29 Sept 1916 and he is buried at the 
Caterpillar Valley Memorial, Longueval, France. 

Comments  
Sources Archives NZ; Ancestry.com; Commonwealth War Graves Commission; 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 023 
Medal Victory Medal 
Recipient 4/570 SJT A POPE NZEF 
Biographical 
notes 

Arthur Irvine Alexander Pope was born in New Zealand around 1893, the son of Charles 
Quinton Fernie Pope and Lillian Caroline nee Taudevin. When he enlisted, he was a saddler 
and collar maker with the Wellington Gas Co. 

He enlisted with the Div Signals Co on 13 Aug 1914 and embarked overseas on 16 Oct 1914. 
He served at Egypt (1914-15), Gallipoli (1915) and Western European (1916-17). He embarked 
for Gallipoli on 12 Apr 1915 but was admitted to the No 2 Australian Stationary  Hospital on 14 
June 1915. He rejoined his unit at Anzac on 21 Oct 1915 and was admitted to the 7th Field Amb 
on 29 Oct 1915 and evacuated to hospital in Malta. He moved to France on 5 Sept 1916. 

He was promoted to Cpl on 30 Jan 1916 and then Sgt on 24 April 1917. He received gunshot 
wounds to the thigh on 7 May 1917, and he died of wounds received in action on 20 May 1917. 
He is buried at Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France. 

Comments Archives that the file has two Arthurs mixed up, this and another born at Wells, Somerset. 
Sources Archives NZ; Ancestry.com; Commonwealth War Graves; nzwargraves.org.nz (photo) 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 024 
Medal Victory Medal 
Recipient LIEUT J D DONNER 
Biographical 
notes 

Julius (commonly Jules) Dunlop Donner was born in Gisborne in 1888, the son of Philip William 
Donner and Ellen née Dunlop. His family travelled to England when he was young and he had 
some schooling at Harrow and a term at Cambridge University. 

He migrated to London, arriving in March 1916 and he then enlisted with the Royal Field 
Artillery (service no 141366). In 1927, he was before the Court facing bankruptcy. 
He returned to New Zealand after the war and resumed farming, in Whakatane where he died 
in 1949. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; NZ Truth 13 Jan 1927 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 031 
Medal Military Medal 
Recipient 615519 PTE. W. T. A. AYLWARD 2NZEF. 1944 
Biographical 
notes 

Thomas William Augustus Aylward, known as William, was born in Dannevirke, Hawkes Bay on 
17 Aug 1918 the son of Richard Pierce (Warren) Aylward and Caroline Agnes Eustege. He 
served for 5 years in the navy and In 1941 he was a stoker on HMS Philomel. 

He was awarded the Military Medal on 11 May 1944. The citation read: 
'At GREEN ISLAND, on 31 January 1944, Private Aylward was one of a party in a barge giving 
covering fire by rifle grenade to a platoon which was making a flank attack on an enemy 
position on the beach. In spite of heavy machine-gun fire at close range he continued bombing 
with such good effect that the enemy fire was silenced. The barge was then attacked by six 
enemy dive-bombers, which killed the gunner and splintered the barge in several places. 
Without hesitation Private Aylward manned the machine gun and regardless of his own safety 
continued to engage the enemy aircraft until they dispersed. His devotion to duty throughout 
the action was a splendid example to his comrades.'. (Source: The National Archives. 
Recommendation for Award for Aylward, William Thomas Augustus. (Ref. WO 373/45/554). 
Military Medal.  

Another report is: 

'Although the men had been landed in the flank, the attack was frustrated by six Japanese 
aircraft which strafed and bombed the landing craft just as Smith began to move in to land. 
Machine guns, one of them manned by Private W. T. A. Aylward, drove off the attacking enemy 
planes. Reports obtained long afterwards disclosed that seventeen Japanese were killed by 
mortar fire during the strafing. Fearing that enemy aircraft might return and bomb the beach, 
Cornwall decided to withdraw his raiders and shelter the barges along the coast of Barahun 
Island until the midnight rendezvous with the APDs.' (Gillespie) 

He was also wounded in Italy on 11 April 1945.  

After World War 2 Aylward continued to serve first as a Private with Jayforce, 27 Infantry 
Battalion, Support Company, and then as a Sergeant in Korea with the 161 Battery of the Royal 
NZ Artillery (R22440250). He then returned to Napier where he was a timberworker. He never 
married and he died at Napier, on 7 Aug 1990. 

Comments There are some conflicts in the sources about his name and dates of the actions he was 
involved in. The Auckland Cenotaph lists two entries, linked by service numbers. Official birth 
and death records make clear his year of birth was 1918 and his death 1990. His wounding in 
Italy was clearly 1945, not 1944. 

Sources Gillespie, O.A. The Pacific. (p. 176.); Auckland Museum cenotaph; Ancestry.com; London 
Gazette 11 May 1944; Papers Past; New Zealand Herald, 14 April 1944; Evening Star, 23 April 
1945; James Sutherland, “New Zealand Gallantry Awards 1940 – 1975”, 2017, Regal Books, 
Christchurch 

Documents 

 



 
 

  



Lot number 032 
Medal NZ Memorial Cross, from suspender bar 
Recipient Graham Speedy Richardson 
Biographical 
notes 

Graham Speedy Richardson was born 30th June 1912 in Eketahuna, Manawatu, Wanganui., the 
son of Charles Thomas Richardson and Margaret Pringle Richardson, of Masterton, 
Wellington. He attended the Eketahuna District High School. 
 
Originally rejected from the Royal NZ Airforce due to defective eyesight in July of 1940, he was 
reconsidered and accepted for overseas service on the 22nd of December 1941. He enlisted 
Royal New Zealand Air force, 86th (R.A.F.) Squadron on 22nd February 1944.  
 
Received training from the Royal Canadian Air Force, No. 6 Bombing and Gunnery School, 
Mountain View, Ontario (Course 1: Class 63A /B. Graduation Date: 2/04/1943.); Royal 
Canadian Air Force, No. 8 Air Observer School, Ancienne Lorette, Quebec; & Royal Canadian 
Air Force, No. 1 General Reconnaissance School, Summerside, Prince Edward Island, 
Quebec. 
 
At 10pm on the 18th of July 1944, during an anti-submarine operation over the North Sea, a U-
Boat was spotted and engaged approximately 100 Miles west of the Lofoten Islands. 
Richardson’s aircraft was hit by submarine flak causing an explosion on the Starboard side. 
Many critical components were damaged, and fire began spreading throughout the plane. 
While on course for the Norge coast, the Captain decided to ditch into the ocean. All 
members of the crew managed to escape except for Richardson, who was killed. Two other 
members of the crew who were badly hurt but escaped the plane drifted away and were not 
found. The plane broke up and sank within 30 seconds, and Richardson’s body was found 
floating in the water by the remaining crew. 
 
Richardson was aged 32 years. He is buried at Runnymede Memorial, Panel 264, UK. 

Comments without ribbon or sterling   
Sources  Papers past; Auckland Cenotaph. 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 034 
Medal NZ Memorial Cross, Case and copy papers on service record. 
Recipient 20550 CPL. E. MULGAN 
Biographical 
notes 

Edward Mulgan was born 9/5/1905 according to his enlistment papers and funeral notice. 

Births, Deaths & Marriages records suggest he may have been born in 1898 though. 

He enlisted from Auckland in October 1939, joining the 18th Infantry Battalion (service no 
20550). He was killed in Greece on 19 April 1941, while serving as a Corporal with the 21 
(Auckland) Infantry Battalion. He is buried at the Phaleron War Cemetery, Athens. 

Comments  
Sources Auckland Museum cenotaph; Commonwealth War Graves; Archives New Zealand 
Documents 

 
  



Lot number 035 
Medal NZ Memorial Cross, case and copy papers on service record. 
Recipient 9611 PTE E.P. MURPHY 
Biographical 
notes 

Patrick Ewart Edward Murphy (Paddy) was born in 1916, the son of Edward Murphy and 

Martha nee McGregor. He enlisted as Edward Patrick Murphy with the 23 Infantry Battn 

in 1940 (service no 9811).  

He was killed in Crete, Greece during 1941. His exact date, place of death and burial are 
unknown. He was reported missing in July 1941 and his death was only presumed in 
1943. He is commemorated at the Athens Memorial, Greece. (Mother M in Christchurch) 

Comments  
Sources Commonwealth War Graves; Auckland Museum cenotaph; NZ Herald 1 July 1941 and 

Timaru Herald, 30 Aug 1943. Press, 11 Sept 1943 (death notice). 
Documents 

 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 036 
Medal NZ Memorial Cross  
Recipient 16852 L/SGT. P. L. SCANNELL 
Biographical 
notes 

Patrick Louis Scannell was born in Timaru in 1914, the son of Daniel Joseph Scannell 

and Margaret Mary nee Collins. 

He was a tractor driver before he enlisted as a Trooper with the army in 1941. (Service 
no 16852) When he was killed on active service in Italy on 1 Aug 1944, just before the 
capture of Florence, he was a Lance Sergeant with the NZ Artillery, 7 Anti-Tank 
Regiment. He is buried at the Florence War Cemetery, Italy and is noted on his parents’ 
grave in Timaru. 

Comments  
Sources Auckland Museum cenotaph; Commonwealth War Graves; Timaru Herald 14 Aug 1944 

(death notice); Vendor supplied military record papers. 
Documents 

 
 
 
 
  

  



 

 

Lot number 037 
Medal OBE (Civil), British War Medal 1914-1920, Victory Medal 1919, Coronation Medal 1953 
Recipient 13653 GNR T. W. M. ASHBY. N.Z.E.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

Thomas William Mark Ashby was born in Auckland in 1895, the son of Thomas and Priscilla 
Ashby. He was educated Auckland University College and joined the Education Dept. 

He enlisted with the NZ Field Artillery on 8 Feb 1916, and he was wounded in action, France, 
29 Sept 1917 and was reported dangerously ill until 26 Nov 1917. He was discharged on 26 
July 1918 as no longer fit due to wounds received in action. He joined the Territorial Army on 
his return until 1920.  

He returned to Auckland where he married Margaret Fox in 1921, and he was a law and 
committee clerk for the Auckland City Council and became Asst Town Clerk in 1936. His 
OBE,1951, was “for municipal service”, which included President of the NZ Institute of Town 
Clerks 1945-47, and Secretary of the British Empire Games (NZ) Ltd, 1949. He was also active 
in many local groups both professional and through his interests in photography and 
gardening. 

 
He died 26 Sept 1957, in Auckland. 

Comments  
Sources London Gazette, 7 June 1951. 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 038 
Medal NZ Long Efficient Service Medal; NZ Territorial Service; B.E.F. France 1918; NZ 1950 Empire 

Games Bronze 
Recipient Gerald Harcourt Weir 
Biographical 
notes 

Gerald Harcourt Weir was born in 1896, the son of Gerald Weir and Emily Netty Jessie Jones.  

He enlisted in WW1 on 25 Jan 1917 and was posted as a Private to the 1st Otago Bn (service no 
6131). He was immediately promoted to Corpl and on 2 April 1917 was promoted to Sergt. He 
served in France and Germany, and then as an instructor at Sling Camp. He received the 3rd 
highest marks as a NCO at Tidworth and was one of three men on the course recommended 
for a commission. He was discharged with the rank of Corporal on 21 July 1919. He also ran in 
the 100 and 220 yds of the divisional champions in France, though was unplaced, and in a 
military sports meeting outside of Biriminghim, where he was in the winning relay team (for 
which he received a silver trophy). During the war he became a champion rife shot with his 
highest achievement being 2nd in the King’s medal (NZ). He continued to be an amateur 
competitor after the war. He was also interested in boxing and swimming. 

After the war he continued to serve in the Territorials initially as a Lieutenant and then he was 
promoted to Captain in 1925, and Major in 1930. He returned to work as a clerk with the NZ 
Loan and Mercantile Co in New Plymouth and then moved to Rotorua as a civil servant. 

During this time he was repeatedly in the news for his athletic achievements. He competed in 
both running and hurdles in both the Military sports and the Taranaki provincial sports. 
Amongst his placing were 120 yds (Taranaki champion 1920; Taranaki Military sports, 1922) he 
won the 120 yds in the Taranaki championship. By 1923 he was Secretary of the Hawera Club, 
and by 1922 he was one of four members of the club’s quarter-mile and mile relay team, 
which was regarded as the strongest in the country. In 1928 his job took him to New Plymouth, 
and a special farewell was held at which his significant contribution to the club was 
recognised. In New Plymouth, he ceased to be an active competitor and became prominent in 
the administration of the New Plymouth Amateur Athletic Club acting as starter and 
handicapper for many of their events. He continued with athletic clubs when he moved to 
Rotorua, including being judge and timekeeper for the Auckand Provinical games. As a result 
of this he was, in the late 1930s,  nominated for managership of both the NZ Olympic and 
Empire games. 

During WW2 he reenlisted on 24 Nov 1939 with 28 Maori Bn and embarked overseas on 1 May 
1940, serving in England, Greece, Crete and Egypt. He returned to NZ  on 24th Dec 1942 and 
continued to serve with the administrative part of the army for the rest of the war and he was 
then engaged as Officer-in-Charge of the New Zealand War Graves Division of the Dept of 
Internal Affairs. For this service he was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Africa Star, Defence Medal 
and the 1939-45 War Medal. He was also awarded the MBE (military division) in the 1946 Kings 
Birthday honours. 
He retired from the Territorials on 13 Nov 1951. He married Lilian Bronwen Ridd in 1923 and he 
died in 1973. 

Comments  
Sources Taranaki Daily News 24 Oct 1925; NZ Gazette 20 June 1946, Hawera Star, 13 Feb 1928 



Documents 

 

 
 

 



Lot number 039 
Medal BEM (Military GRI); Victory Medal; War Medal 1939-45; New Zealand War Service Medal; NZ 

Long & Efficient Service Medal; Meritorious Service Medal 

Recipient 22498 SSgt William A Sammons 
Biographical 
notes 

William Alexander Sammons was born in Auckland in 1877, the son of William and Lizzie 
Sammons. He married Florence Dulcie Fleet in 1904 and on enlisting he had five children. 

He enlisted with the Veterinary Corp on 9 May 1916 as a driver. His service record shows he 
was known as a good coachdriver, but one who was prone to drink. At some point in 1916 he 
joined the 1st Bn, Wellington Infantry Regt. He was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal on 
31 Jan 1919 “for recognition of valuable services rendered with the armies in France and 
Flanders”. He was discharged on 7 June 1919. 

He reenlisted on 2nd Aug 1942 at which time his occupation was a coach and mail contractor. 
He served as a S/Sgt with Ordinance at Trentham from 1 Sept 1942 to 12 Mar 1948. He died at 
Lower Hutt in 1954. 

Comments VM marked replica on edge, Ex Sunset Militaria UK, 1992. 

Sources Vendor supplied service record; Meritorious Service Medal London Gazette, 17 Jan 1919 
&.BEM Kings Birthday Honours, NZ Gazette 20/6/1946 p842, LG 13/6/1946 

Documents  
 

  



Lot number 043 
Medal Korea Medal, type I, BRITT OMN; UN Service Medal w/c KOREA 
Recipient 458920 DVR W A REVELL 
Biographical 
notes 

William Arthur Revell was born in Manaia, South Taranaki in 1931, the son of Stanley 
Kingcombe Revell and Janet Glover nee Wilson. In 1963 he was a farmhand near Matangi, 
Waikato  

He served with the RNZASC. He was also awarded the New Zealand Operational Service 
Medal. 

He returned to sharemilking at Morrinsville, Waikato. He married Dulcie Laura and he died 
Cambridge on 14 Dec 1995.  

Comments  
Sources Auckland cenotaph; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
 

 

 

  



Lot number 046 

Medal 
RNZAF Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
NZ GSM clasp Malaya (Unnamed) 

Recipient 71216. CPL MCLEAN D. W. G.  

Biographical 

notes 

Douglas Wiliam George McLean was born on 27 May 1927, the son of 
William George Mclean and Rita Edith Symon. 
He enlisted with the RNZAF on 13 May 1946 and served until 8 Feb 
1969.  
 
In Malaya from 18 Sep 1949 to 8 Feb 1950, serving as an ACI in A Flight, 
41 sqn, RNZAF operating from RAF Changi, Singapore with a final rank in 
this conflict of Aircraftman Class 1/Military. His medal was issued on 19 
Mar 1952 at RNZAF Taieri near Dunedin.  
 
After the war he served at RNZAF Whenuapai and then Ohakea. He was 
awarded RNZAF Long Service and Good Conduct Medal while holding 
the rank of Corporal and was promoted to Sergeant on 15 Oct 1968.  

He retired to Marton where he worked as a storeman. He never married and 
he died in 2001 in Palmerston North. 
  

Comments 
[from the vendor] The GSM medal is a replacement for the Geo VI medal 
that was issued and then lost. 

Sources: Auckland Museum; Cenotaph; Ancestry.com; Vendor supplied records. 

Documents  

  



Lot number 047 
Medal Vietnam Medal; South Vietnam Service Medal w/c '1960-' 
Recipient  43135  GNR  E T TAMOKO 
Biographical 
notes 

Eru Takahi Timoko was born in 1948, the son of Tauahika (Jumbo) Timoko and his wife Huihana 
Erihapeti Toia He served as a Gnr with the 161 Battery of the RNZA. He also received the South 
Vietnamese Presidential Unit Citation in the Colour of the Cross of Gallantry with Palm and 
the New Zealand Operational Service Medal. 

After the war he was a truck driver in Hamilton, and he married Edith Ann. He died in Hamilton 
in 2002. 

Comments Defence naming error 
Sources 1995 electoral roll (via Ancestry.com; Hamilton City Cemetery index. 
Documents  

 

 

  



Lot number 048 

Medal New Zealand Army Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (ER II) 

Recipient 7277 W011 G D A WRIGHT RNZPRO 

Biographical 

notes 

George Dudley Willmott Wright (also known as Lofty) was born on 19 Oct 1926. Prior to 
joining the navy, he was a fireman at the Central Fire Station in Auckland. He joined the 
navy in the early 1950s. 

 

He served in both Vietnam (Driver) and Korea (Warrant Officer Class 2) (both 7277) and 
then in the Royal New Zealand, Naval Auxiliary Patrol Service (service no 811839).  

 

He died on 14 Oct 2006, and he is buried at the Servicemen’s Ashes Memorial Wall, 
Waiouru. 

 

Comments About $200; OD88 QE Type 4; OD$150. Soldiers last initial incorrect??? 

Sources: Auckland Museum cenotaph; https://www.vietnamwar.govt.nz Ancestry.com 

Documents 

 

 

  

https://www.vietnamwar.govt.nz/


Lot number 049 
Medal Queens South Africa Medal with clasps Cape Colony & Orange Free State 
Recipient BUGLER E. WILSON.CAMERON'S SCOUTS 

Biographical 
notes 

There is no Wilson on the list of the Cameron Victorian Scouts. 

However, the strength of the unit is listed as 24 and only 13 records are listed, so this 

does not rule him out. 

There is also no E Wilson on the list on the National Archives of Australia. 

Lieutenant John McLeod Cameron, 3rd contingent, organised Cameron's Victorian 
Scouts. It was a group of 24 men raised by Lieutenant Cameron, for special service. 
They were part of the main contingent and were armed and equipped as the rest of the 
Third Bushmen. On arrival on 3 April 1900 they proceeded to Rhodesia. They were 
attached to the Rhodesian Field Force and later became bodyguards to Major General 
Sir Frederick Carrington. 

Comments  

Sources: https://www.angloboerwar.com/unit-information/australian-units/167-victoria/404-

camerons-victorian-scouts  

Documents  
  

https://www.angloboerwar.com/unit-information/australian-units/167-victoria/404-camerons-victorian-scouts
https://www.angloboerwar.com/unit-information/australian-units/167-victoria/404-camerons-victorian-scouts


Lot number 050 
Medal Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal & Empire Day Challenge Cup 1914, 

Marksmanship Award, "EMPIRE DAY CHALLENGE CUP 1914 Won by 16th INFANTRY SERGt. 
A.J.EDWARDS", .375 Gold, 7.1g. 

Recipient J. Edwards 
Biographical 
notes 

He was a top shooter and he represented Australia at Bisley in 1907, competed in NZ, and 
generally came high in the results. Based in Sydney. 

He did not serve in WW1. 

He won the Kings prize in the Empire shooting match on 15 Oct 1908 with a score of 312. 
(Otago Witness, 21 Oct 1908) 

He also was with the 2nd Div of the Australian Light Horse. 

Comments No full name on record 
 

Sources Christchurch Star, 28 Feb 1908, Christchurch Star, 17 Oct 1908 
Documents  

 
 

  



Lot number 051 
Medal  Australian War Medal 1939-45; & Australia Service Medal  
Recipient  Shirley Norma Smyth 
Biographical 
notes 

Shirley Norma Smyth was born in 1920 in Chatswood, New South Wales, the daughter of 
Henry John Stanley Smyth and his wife Effie Ethelwyn Grime. In the 1943 electoral roll she is 
listed as a typist. 
 
She enlisted with the Royal Australian Navy from 6 Oct 1941 to 2 Oct 1942, and then 
reenlisted on 6 Oct 1942 and served until 13 Feb 1946, for most of that time as a teleprinter 
operator. 
 
She married Gordon Frederick Morley Wilson in 1950. 

Comments The name badge is Shirley Williams Smyth, but only one Shirley Smyth is identified in 
Australian records despite the name difference on the name badge. 

Sources Ancestry.com; National Archives Australia service record; vendor supplied service records. 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 052 

Medal 
1939-45 Star, Pacific Star (no clasp), Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-45 and Australia War 
Service Medal 1939-45 

Recipient NX45682 V. C. PAGE-DHU 

Biographical 

notes 

Vincent Clyde Page-Dhu was born on 30 Apr 1919 at North Dorringo, New South Wales, the 
son of Geroge and Marie E Page-Dhu. He enlisted in Newcastle on 26 June 1940, with the 52 
Light Aid Detachment, Australian Military Forces.  

He served in the Middle East from 3 Feb 1941 to 29 March 1942 and then in New Guinea from 
15 Sept 1942 to 18 Nov 1943. He was promoted to Cpl Fitter on 6 Dec 1942 but was reduced in 
rank to craftsman on 12 Apr 1944 due to being AWL. He was discharged 27 Oct 1944.  

After the war he worked as a lumper in Kalgoorlie. He married Marjorie Hannah Mary Gallagher 
in 1944, and he died in East Kimberley, Western Australia in 1977. 

Comments  

Sources: 
Ancestry.com; National Archives Australia service record 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4896269  

Documents 

 

  

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=4896269


 

Lot number 056 
Medal China Medal 1842 
Recipient RICHARD KEMP 98th REGIMENT FOOT 
Biographical 
notes 

Richard Kemp is listed in the Worldwide Army Index,1841 as a Private (service no. 858). His 
service number suggests that he enlisted in 1838 or 1839. He did not receive an India Medal, 
was not in the 1851 Army Index and did not receive a pension.This suggests that either he was 
discharged without a pension or, more probably, that he was one of the many who died of 
cholera in the China campaign., 

The regiment was sent to China during the 1st Opium War. It took part in the brigade that 
advanced on Chinkiang and the final advance on Nanking. The 98th had only 13 men killed and 
1 WIA in the final advance on Nanking, but 50 men died of cholera and over 200 were unfit for 
service.  When the regiment moved to Hong Kong over 500 died or were sick largely with 
cholera. 
 

Comments  
Sources Wikipedia; Ancestry.com; https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/98th-prince-waless-regiment-foot; 

https://www.emedals.com/products/an-1842-china-war-medal-to-the-98th-regiment-of-foot-
gb4752 

Documents 

 
 

  

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/98th-prince-waless-regiment-foot
https://www.emedals.com/products/an-1842-china-war-medal-to-the-98th-regiment-of-foot-gb4752
https://www.emedals.com/products/an-1842-china-war-medal-to-the-98th-regiment-of-foot-gb4752


Lot number 057 
Medal Army of India Medal with clasp Bhurtpoor 
Recipient J. ADAMS. 11TH. LT. DRAGNS. 
Biographical 
notes 

John Adams served at Waterloo with the 11th Light Dragoons. On 18th June 1815 the 11th Light 
Dragoons saw little action in the morning because of heavy prior rain. Later, they charged and 
broke a French infantry square and puirsued Napoleon’s soldiers. 

 
At Bhurtpoor he served with Capt Creighton in the 11th Light Dragoons, which played a 
signficant role in the Seige of Bhurtpore which took place in Dec 1825 to Jan 1826. The 11th 
Light Dragoons chased down any defenders who attempted to escape. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; Waterloo Medal Roll, 11th Light Dragoons; The Army of India Medal Roll; 
Documents 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  



Lot number 058 

Medal Crimea Medal with Sebastopol clasp with early ribbon 

Recipient W. G. POOLE, BANDSN.  H.M.S. TRAFALGAR. 

Biographical 

notes 

William G Poole was a Bandsman on H.M.S. Trafalgar at Crimea. His medal was delivered 

on 10 January 1856. 

Comments  

Sources:  

Documents 
 

  



Lot number 059 

Medal Baltic Medal 

Recipient THOMAS. H. TREEBY. (H. M. S) NILE. 

Biographical 

notes 

Thomas Treeby was born in Stoke Damerel, Devon in 1839, the son of John Treeby and 
Grace nee Dunn. By the 1851 census his mother, Grace was a widow. He enlisted with the 
Royal Navy on 3 Dec 1853 as a Boy 2nd class and was committed to remain in the service 
for 10 years from the age of 18. He served on the St George until 18 Feb 1854 and then 
was transferred to the HMS Nile until 1857.  

 

In the 1861 census he was a captain’s steward on the HMS Espoir off the West Coast of 
Africa but by 1865 serving as a steward at Devonport. He had left the Navy by the 1881 
census and was working as a Licenced Victualler. In 1899 he was in the list of paupers 
being supported by the workhouse in Cardiff, and he died in Cardiff in 1905. 
 

HMS Nile was a 92-gun second rate ship of the line launched in 1839. Commanded by 
Commodore Henry Byam Martin, Western (Channel) squadron, then (May) the Baltic 
during the Russian War. She was converted to screw propulsion in 1854, renamed HMS 
Conway in 1876 whilst on loan as a training ship, and was burnt in 1956 after service of 
about 100 years. 

Comments 
Privately named. MYB118 

MYB shows £200 -250 Or NZ $420-$535 

Sources: Ancestry.com; National Archives UK. [I have printed off his file] 

Documents 

 

  



Lot number 062 
Medal India Medal with clasps for Lucknow and Relief of Lucknow 
Recipient 5134 J.LEHAN.23RD.W.F. 
Biographical 
notes 

Private John Leahan or Lehan was born in Bermondsey in Surrey in 1837, the son of John 
Lehan, a leather draper and Sarah Shanks. Prior to enlisting he was with the 3rd Royal Surrey 
Militia (service no 1677). His surname is spelt differently on different records, but most often 
as Leahan. 

He was attested with the 1st Bn 23rd Foot (Royal Welch Fusiliers) on 4 Sept 1855. He served for 
10 years 50 days, almost all of which was served in the East Indies. He was not present at the 
capture of Delhi but he was in the Relief of Lucknow and in the operation against Lucknow 
from 2 to 16 March 1858. He was discharged from service on 30 Sept 1865 with two awards for 
good conduct and he continued to work at the depot until 16 May 1866. He was awarded a 
partial pension for a temporary period because of illness associated with his leather work. 

He returned to his occupation as a leather worker. In 1866 he married Catherine Mary Barry 
and after her death, he married Eliza Smith. He died of TB in Essex, England in 1902. 

Comments  
Sources https://www.noonans.co.uk/resources/resources/medal-rolls/4/; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 

 
 

https://www.noonans.co.uk/resources/resources/medal-rolls/4/


 

Lot number 063 
Medal Afghanistan 1878-80 
Recipient 2062 BR.F. CHADWELL. L/5. R. A. 
Biographical 
notes 

Frederick Chadwell was a bombardier with the Royal Artillery. He was reported to have 
returned to Aldershot when the medal was issued in July 1882.  

(He had a previous service no of 5792, but no records could be found under this number). 
Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
 

 

  



Lot 
number 

064 

Medal Volunteer Long Service; Good Conduct Medal; OBE, 1939-45; Africa Stars; Italy Star; Defence 
Medal; & War Medal 1939-45 with MID. 

Recipien
t 

Rev Augustus William Atkinson  MA & Lt Col Robert Blake Harward, OBE 

Biograph
ical 
notes 

(1) Rev Augustus William Atkinson MA, born Dublin 1838, was an Honorary Chaplain in the 
1st Battalion Calcutta Volunteer Rifle Corps, 2 December 1887; and also in the Indian 
Volunteer Corps, Nilgiri Volunteer Rifles, 9 February 1892. He was Principal of the 
Lawrence Military Asylum, Ootacamund (now Lovedale) when he died in Madras in 1907. 
He is listed in the calendar of the University of Madras of 1902-03 as a Fellow of the 
University. He died at Madras in 1907. He married Mary Louisa Day and three of his sons 
were killed in WWI (William Noel at Gallipoli, 1915; Richard Dermott at the Battle of 
Highwood, France, 1916 and Frederick Atkinson at Arras in 1917). 
 

(2) Lt Col Robert Blake Harward OBE, was born 12 April 1890, Hampshire, the son of Major 
Henry Blake Harward (6th Warwickshire Reg) and Ellen Janet Pearpoint. He married Sarah 
Nora Esther Atkinson, d. of Rev Augustus William Atkinson and Mary Louisa Day in 1925 at 
Madras, India. He joined the Indian army on 29 Jan 1910 and was promoted to 2nd Lt 86th 
Carnatic Infantry on 31 Mar 1911; Temp Capt 1 Sept 1916; Act Major (102nd Grenadiers) on 
16 Mar 1918; to Lt Col on 1 Oct 1935 (8th Punjab Regt) and retired on 1 Oct 1939. On 13 
June 1940, at his request, he reverted to Major for WWII (service no 136528). He was 
discharged on 17 Aug 1944. He died in Cheshire in 1969. 
 
The1924 Indian Army List includes him at S. S. “ISLANDA”, 4 - 12 Oct 16; Operations in the 
Asiatic theatre, 13 Oct 16 to 6 Sept 17; & Despatches, London Gaz, 11 June 1920. OBE. 
Waziristan 1921. His mention in despatches of 11 June 1920 is for 'valuable services in 
India in connection with the war' as a Captain serving with the 2/113th Infantry.” 

Comme
nts        All sold together ex Aotea Stamps and Coins, 1998.  

Sources Crockfords Clerical directory 1885; Times of India 1907 (online); Vendor Records 
https://www.tamildigitallibrary.in/admin/assets/book/TVA_BOK_0057720/TVA_BOK_0057720_Th
e_calendar_for_1902_1903_Vol_1.pdf 
London Gazette (various dates); Indian Army List, 1924; Edinburgh Gazette, 19 Sept 1919 (OBE) 

Docume
nts 

 

https://www.tamildigitallibrary.in/admin/assets/book/TVA_BOK_0057720/TVA_BOK_0057720_The_calendar_for_1902_1903_Vol_1.pdf
https://www.tamildigitallibrary.in/admin/assets/book/TVA_BOK_0057720/TVA_BOK_0057720_The_calendar_for_1902_1903_Vol_1.pdf


 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 065 
Medal Queens South Africa with clasps for Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 

1901 and South Africa 1902 
Recipient Surgeon Robert Caughey  
Biographical 
notes 

Robert Hastings Caughey was born on 29 Oct 1878 Portaferry, Co Down, Ireland, the son of 
Captain Robert Hastings and Margaret Caughey. He studied at the Royal University of Ireland, 
Belfast. He joined the Royal Army Medical Corp as a civilian surgeon. He was officially 
registered as a surgeon on 26 Oct 1901, so he may have begun serving after finishing his 
university course and before his registration, which may explain why he was a civilian surgeon. 
He returned to Belfast where he died in 1909. 

Comments  
Sources Belfast Newsletter, 30 Aug 1909; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 066 

Medal 

Queen's South Africa with Cape Colony, Johannesburg, Diamond Hill, and Wittebergen 
clasps  
King's South Africa Medal with South Africa 1901 and South Africa 1902 clasps 
1914-15 Star; British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Recipient 

QSA: 1911 PTE R. McLEOD. 1st CAM HIGHRS. 
KSA: 1911 PTE R. McLEOD.  CAMERON HIGHRS: 
WWI: 3-7292 PTE. R. MACLEOD. SEA. HIGHRS. (Note change of surname spelling.) 

Biographical 

notes 

Roderick McLeod was born in Lochs, Stornoway, Lewis in 1867, the son of Malcolm McLeod. 
He joined the Cameron Highlanders at Inverness on 9 July 1886 and in Feb 1892 he was 
posted to Malta. On his return home, he transferred to Army Reserve on 27 Feb 1894. He 
rejoined the colours on 15 Feb 1900 and was posted immediately to South Africa. He 
returned from South Africa on 29 Jul 1902 and was finally discharged on 18 Aug 1902.  

With many other ex-Cameron’s, he joined the Seaforth Highlanders for World War 1. He died 
of wounds on 11 March 1915 and he is commemorated at the memorial at Le Touret as he 
has no known grave. The army paid a pension to his grandmother for the balance of her life. 

Comments 600.00.Impressed. 

Sources: Ancestry.com. 

Documents 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Lot number 067 
Medal Distinguished Service Medal 
Recipient 179902. W. J.SHILCOTT.  ACT .C. P.O. H.M.S. DIGBY. 
Biographical 
notes 

William James Shilcott was born in Bawdsy, Suffolk in 1878, the son of David Shilcott and his 
wife Emma Smith. He married Florence Lilian Beaven in 1918 and they had two children. 

Shilcott joined the navy in 1896 as Boy 2nd class and he served on a number of ships rising in 
rank to Petty Officer by 1905. While serving on the HMS Perseus he was awarded the Africa 
General Service Medal, with a clasp for Somaliland 1902-04. 

In 1914 he was raised to the rank of Chief Petty Officer and again promoted to  Temporary 
Gunner on 23 Oct 1916. He was transferred to service in land operations and became a flying 
officer with the RAF. In 1921 he emigrated with his wife and daughter fto the 47 Squadron of 
the RAF in Helwan, Egypt. In 1931, at age 53, he was placed on the retired list due to ill-health. 
He died in Peterborough, Northamptonshire in 1933. 

He was also awarded the 1914 Star, Victory and BWM. 
 

Comments Notes on the Digby can be found here: https://hhtandn.org/notes/811/ss-digby-in-world-war-
one 

Sources Ancestry.com; London Gazette, 27 Oct 1931. 
Documents 

 

https://hhtandn.org/notes/811/ss-digby-in-world-war-one
https://hhtandn.org/notes/811/ss-digby-in-world-war-one


 
  



Lot number 068 
Medal 1914-15 Star 
Recipient 1512 SPR H C BAILEY RE 
Biographical 
notes 

Henry Charles Bailey was born in St Leonards, Sussex in 1884, the son of Alfred and Eliza Bailey. 
In the 1901 census he was working as a gasfitter. 
He served with the Royal Engineers in France from 23 Dec 1914 to his discharge on 1 July 1919. 
During this time he had two other service numbers: 1521 and 534191, though the reason for this 
is unclear as he served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers throughout the war. From the 
records it appears that his Star was impressed with 1512 while his BWM and Victory medal had 
534191. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
  



Lot number 069 
Medal Distinguished Conduct Medal 
Recipient 7330  SJT. A. MAYBURY  2/R. BERKS: R. 
Biographical 
notes 

Arthur Maybury was born in Birmingham in 1891, the son of William Jabez Maybury and Harrier 
Saville nee Barrett.  

He enlisted on 6 Nov 1914 with the Royal Berkshire regiment. He was awarded his DCM on 11 
March 1916 for consistent good work with the comment that “he is cool and reliable under all 
circumstances. On 25 Jan 1917 he received a Commission in the Royal Berkshire Regiment as 
2nd Lieut and was then attached to the 5th Bn of the Royal Berkshire regiment and it was during 
this attachment that he was killed on 19 July 1917. He is commemorated on the Arras 
Memorial. He left a widow named Edith 
He also received the 1914 Star and the BWM and Victory medals. 

Comments  
Sources London Gazette: 11/03/1916, p2697; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 

 

 
 

  



Lot number 070 
Medal Military Medal, 1914-15 Star, BWM, & Victory Medal 
Recipient 2531 G.  BEAUMONT  
Biographical 
notes 

George Beaumont was born in Brampton, Norfolk in 1881, the son of William and Marian 
Beaumont.   

He enlisted on 4 Sept 1914 as a private in the 7th East Kent Regt. He had a number of 
disciplinary events in early 1915, largely for drunkenness before he deserted on 26 April 1915 
and not rejoining until a month later.  
He was captured at St Quentin on 22 March 1918 and was interned until 27 Dec 1918. He was 
discharged on 1st Aprl 1919. 

Comments Medals issued 5/10/21, ex Dunbar Sloan, Wellington 13/9/1979 
Sources London Gazette 2/11/1917, p11328; Wikipedia 

 
Documents 

 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 071 
Medal Military Medal 
Recipient 31814  A. CPL G. A. ROBERTSON.  18/L'POOL:R 
Biographical 
notes 

George Albert Robertson enlisted with the King’s Liverpool Regiment on 16 Sept 1915 and he 
was discharged on 12 June 1918. He received a pension as a Sergeant which may mean he was 
wounded. The 22 January 1917 LG reference is for “bravery in the field”. He is listed as dead by 
1927.  

Comments  
Sources London Gazette Supplement 22 Jan 1917 p834; Ancestry.com; National Archives UK 
Documents 

 

 

 
 

  



Lot number 072 
Medal Military Medal 
Recipient 21485 PTE W. C. BICKFORD. 3/ C. GDS. 
Biographical 
notes 

William Charles Bickford was born in 1891, the son of Harry Tope Bickford and Mary Ann nee 
West. 

He enlisted on 4 Mar 1916, but was only called up for service on 12 Jan 1917, at which time he 
was a Police Constable, serving in the Coldstream Guards. 
He was demobilized on 9 Jan 1919. After the war he continued to work as a police officer, and 
in 1939 he was a retired police pensioner living in Pympton St Mary, Devon. He never married 
and he died in Devonshire in 1957. 

Comments The medal appears to have been through a fire, with light melting damage. 
Sources Vendor supplied documents; Ancestry.com; London Gazette, 30 Jan 1920     
Documents 

 
 

 
 



Lot number 073 
Medal WW2 Group of 4, BWM & Victory Medal impressed 564257 SPR. A.E.S. BUCKLAND R.E., War 

Medal 1939-45, & RAF LS & GC Medal (Geo VI) named to 370337 F/SGT A.E.S. BUCKLAND. R.A.F. 
Recipient Alfred E. S. Buckland 
Biographical 
notes 

Alfred Edward Stacey Buckland was born in Hastings, Sussex in 1898, the son of Harold 

Alexander Buckland and Alice Maria nee Bartholomew. 

 

Buckland also served with the Royal Engineers, Number T 3251. He may have served 

with London Electrical Engineers & served in RAF from about 1925. In the 1941 Air force 

list he is a Warrant Officer with seniority from 1 Nov 1940 

 

He married Annie Maude Violet Petty in 1930 but she died in childbirth in 1933. He 
married Mary Shearer Currie in 1940 and died in Hailsham, Sussex in 1968. 

Comments The BWM & VM were replaced in 1925. Court mounted, with service records. 
Sources  
Documents 

 
  



 

Lot number 074 

Medal 
1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal. 
WWII Defence Medal (unnamed) 

Recipient 
Star: 11095. PTE. W. DOYLE.  R. DUB. FUS. 
BWM, VM: 11095 PTE. W. DOYLE.  R. D. FUS. 

Biographical 

notes 

William Doyle was born in Dublin in about 1898. He joined the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers on 25 April 1915, even though he was underage. He served 
in Egypt and Gallipoli. He was wounded and lost all fingers on left hand 
and thereafter always wore a glove on that hand. He was discharged as 
unfit for further service on 24 Sept 1915, and he received a pension until 
10 Nov 1920.   
 
After the war he worked for Harland and Wolf shipyards in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland then in Southampton. He died in about 1971. 

Comments  

Sources: Ancestry.com; Vendor supplied records.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Documents 

 

 

  



 

Lot number 075 

Medal British War Medal, Victory Medal,  
Church of England Men’s Society Medal 

Recipient 11023 PTE. R. H. TRANTER, H.A.C. – INF. - 

Biographical 
notes 

Rupert Hathaway Tranter was born in Chersey, Surrey in 1884, the son of Henry and 

Mary Anne Tranter. Prior to the war he was a bank clerk. He married Jessie Rosamond 

Francis in 1906. 

He enlisted with the Honourable Artillery Company and served in France from 

18/09/1917 to 25/11/1917 and then in Italy from 26/11/1917 until 11/11/1918. The 

engagement at the island of Grave di Papadopoli was part of the Battle of Vittorio 

Veneto, where an Allied army (largely Italian) secured the defeat of the Austro-Hungarian 

Army by crossing the Piave River. This was only possible because of the capture Grave 

di Papadopoli which was the largest island in the river. 

He returned to work as a bank clerk in London and he died in Bognor Regis, Sussex in 
1965. 

Comments Named letter for medallion (not included) for the Capture of Grave di Papadopoli by the 
Honourable Artillery Company. A32/114 

Sources: Ancestry.com https://hac.org.uk/  

Documents 

 
 

  

https://hac.org.uk/


Lot number 076 
Medal BWM & Victory Medal 
Recipient 69521 PTE C.W. DOUBLEDAY. TANK CORPS 
Biographical 
notes 

Charles William Doubleday is listed as Sergeant in the medal roll. He is mentioned in the 
history of the 6th Tank Battalion as being wounded on 21/3/1918 but he survived the war. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/6c2bb6b0-bf6a-4a7e-b8d4-

d3beb6c6f6f0  
Documents 

 
  

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/6c2bb6b0-bf6a-4a7e-b8d4-d3beb6c6f6f0
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/6c2bb6b0-bf6a-4a7e-b8d4-d3beb6c6f6f0


Lot number 077 

Medal British War Medal, Victory Medal 

Recipient 21736 Pte J W Wright Lincs Reg 

Biographical 

notes 

James William Wright was born in 1898. He enlisted on 25/02/1916 and was in units 

involved with the Battle of Albert (1/07/1916); the Attack on Le Transloy (Oct 1916); 

Bouchavasnes (4/03/1917); the German retreat to the Hindenberg line (Mar-Apr 

1917); Battle of Pilckem Ridge and Attack on Westhoek (31/07/1917); Battle of 

Langemarck (Aug 1917) and the Southern Redoubt at Passchendale (2/12/1917) 

He continued to serve as a signaller with the Lincoln Regt after the war, with a total of 

7 years 268 days under Colours, including time in India. He then transferred to the 

Army Reserve for another 4 years before being discharged on 24/02/1932 (Post-war 

service no 4792815) During WW2 he served in the Home Guard. 

Comments 

With some original documents and Home Guard Service Record.  Dog tags, Shoulder Title and 

pass doc (1920) 

Continued to serve in India. Discharged 1932. A32/145 

Sources: Vendor supplied original documents; Ancestry.com 

Documents 

 

  



 

Lot number 078 
Medal Victory Medals 
Recipient 12640 PTE. J. MC NULTY R.INNIS.FUS & 29783 PTE.J.DEVEREUX YORKS. R. 
Biographical 
notes 

1) James McNulty was born at Templemore, Co. Derry, Ireland, in 1890, the son of Robert 
McNulty and his wife, Matilda Gallagher. He enlisted with the 5th Battalion of the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers on 10 July 1915. He was killed in action on 15 Aug 1915, leaving a 
widow and two children. His widow, Sarah Jane Orr, who he married in 1911, was not 
eligible for the standard grant in 1920, but did receive a pension. He is commemorated 
on the Helles Memorial at Gallipoli, one of the memorials to the missing at Gallipoli. In 
addition to this medal he received the BWM and the 1915 Star. 
 

2) James Devereux was born in Enniscorthy, Ireland.  He was appointed as a Lance 
Corporal. He had previously served with the Notts and Derby Regt (service no 32015). 
He was killed in action in France on 25 Aug 1916, and he is buried at the Maroc British 
Cemetery, Nord, France. The record of his effects show that his sole legatee was his 
grandmother Sarah Lynch. 

Comments  
Sources  Ancestry.com; Forces War Records; Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission;  http://soldierswills.nationalarchives.ie/reels/sw/DevereuxJ_E278679.pdf 
Documents 

 
 

http://soldierswills.nationalarchives.ie/reels/sw/DevereuxJ_E278679.pdf


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  



Lot number 081 

Medal 
1914 Star, Special Constabulary Medal; and 1939-45 Star, France and 
Germany Star, Defence Medal, & War Medal 1939 - 45 

Recipient 

WW1: 8708 PTE J.H.ROBINS. 1.LINC: R.; 

SC: FRANK E. ROBINS, 

WWII: Unnamed 

Biographical 
notes 

Joseph Howard Fletcher Robins was born in Islington, Middlesex in 1892, 
the son of Albert Howard Robins and Gertrude nee Rubbra 

He enlisted with the 1st Battalion of the Lincolnshire Regiment in Feb 1909 
and he embarked to the war on 13 Aug 1914. 

He was killed in action on 14 Sept 1914 at the first Battle of the Aisne. His 
body was not found, and he is commemorated on the La Ferte sous Jouarre 
Monument in France. 

Frank Edward Robins was Joseph’s brother. He was born in Islington in 
1893. He enlisted with the Royal Naval Air Services on 22 Aug 1916 as an Air 
Craftsman II and then promoted to AC1. He was transferred to the RAF 
reserve in 1919. 

He married Nellie King and he died in Sussex in 1962. Frank and Nellie had a 
son David James Robins (b.1923) who would be the right age for the WWII 
medals. 

Comments impressed 

Sources:  

Documents 

 



 

  



 

Lot number 084 
Medal 1939-45 & Burma stars; Defence Medal; & War Medal 1939-45 
Recipient Samuel Herbert Gordon Cawston 
Biographical 
notes 

Samuel Herbert Gordon Cawston was born in 1911, the son of Ernest Herbert and his wife 
Sybil Maude Munns. In the 1939 Register he is listed living with his parents and working as a 
Chartered Accountant. 
On 2 Aug 1940 he is listed in the London Gazette as a cadet to be 2nd Lieutenant with the Royal 
Artillery. He is still a 2nd Lieut at the end of the war. (service no 138394) 
 
He married Doris Joy Futcher in 1941 and died in 1986 in Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. 

Comments  
Sources  London Gazette, 2 Aug 1940; Ancestry.com, 
Documents 

 
 

 



 

Lot number 085 
Medal Africa stars; Defence Medal; & War Medal 1939-45 
Recipient Ronald Mason Heels 
Biographical 
notes 

Ronald Mason Heels was born in Ontario Canada on 21 March 1919, the son of Charles Earl 
and Jessie Heels. The family migrated back to England in 1921. In 1939 he was working as a 
silk designer. 
 
He enlisted with the 4th Durham Survey Regt of the Royal Artillery on 15 Nov 1939 (service no 
950414) . He was captured at Tobruk on 21 June 1942 and spent time in POW camps in Italy 
(PG.66 and PG54), Bavaria (Stalag VIIA) and Munich (AK3732, where he was a labourer working 
on air raid shelters and where he reported the camp leader got many points over the 
Germans). (POW no 125636). He reported being weak and dizzy because of malnutrition from 
about Aug to Oct 1942, and that the only help he received was from the Red Cross parcels. He 
escaped while in Italy but was recaptured after about three months of walking by a German 
patrol. Only one man out of the three in the escape made it to freedom. 
He was discharged from service on 9 July 1946 and died in Manchester in 1985. 

Comments  
Sources  Ancestry.com; National Archives UK. 
Documents 

 



 
 

  



Lot number 086 
Medal 1939-45 & F&G Stars, Defence & War Medal 1939-45,  
Recipient Kenneth Verity 
Biographical 
notes 

Kenneth Verity was born on 3 April 1923 at Bradford, Yorkshire, the son of Tom Verity and his wife 
Ethel Foster. In 1939 he was still living with his parents and is listed as being at school even 
though he was 23.  
 
He enlisted in the Durham Light Infantry on 16 April 1942 and was discharged on 19 July 1946. 
In 1958 he married Joyce Hutton and he died at Bingley, Yorkshire in 2006. 

Comments  
Sources  Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 101 

Medal NZ Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal with 22-years’ service clasp 

Recipient NO. 1011. CONST. J. O’BRIEN. N.Z. POLICE. 1916. 

Biographical 

notes 

John O’Brien was born at Greymouth, Westland on 26 Oct 1870, the son of Dennis and 
Margaret O’Brien.  He served 3½ years with the No 1 Gunner of the Permanent Militia 
(possibly in Lyttleton) before he transferred to the Police in Feb 1902.  He served at 
Christchurch (from Feb 1902), Oamaru (2 Oct 1902), Christchurch (17 Mar 1908), Avondale, 
Auckland (2 Dec 1910) Kaikohe (27 Oct 1911), Auckland (7 No 1916), Taumaranui (9 Sept 
1921) and Devonport (3 Aug 1929). He was promoted to Sergeant on 1 Sept 1916 and he 
retired on 27 Oct 1935.  

 

While serving at Kaikohe, he was called as a witness by the Aliens Commission which was 
considering the loyalty of the approximately 40 Dalmatians living in the area. He reported 
that the police had never had any concerns with their behaviour and that he saw no need for 
their internment.  

 

As a Provincial Rugby representative, he played for the West Coast, North Otago and 
Wellington and even played one game for New Zealand in 1901 against a touring New South 
Wales team. 

 

He died in Gisborne in 1946. 

Comments 
Medal initially awarded in 1916 as stamped on the Rim. GT White variety. About $350. OD93. 
Bar suspender OD$175. 4mm thick. Engraved. 

Sources: 

New Zealand Herald, 28 July 1916; 12 Feb 1936. Gisborne Herald, 27 Apr 1946. Vendor supplied 

notes from National Archives, Micro Z3348. Ancestry.com 

https://www.geni.com/people/John-O-Brien/6000000071749240906 

 

Documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.geni.com/people/John-O-Brien/6000000071749240906


Lot number 104 
Medal NZ SWIMMING MEDALS, Hawera, 1922, Junior Cup, & Wang Centre, 2nd  220 yds, Swim 

Champ, 5/2/24; Taranaki 1926 220 yds Men’s Championship; & Opunake S & LSC Carnival, 1st 
100yds, Hawera (1921), Taranaki 1925, 220yds with enamel; Royal Lifesaving Soc 1923. 

Recipient Francis William Grant 
Biographical 
notes 

Francis William Grant was born in Wyndham, Southland on 15 Dec 1902, the son of William 
Grant and Martha Emily nee Lind. His family moved to Taranaki when he was young, and he 
was living in Hawera when he passed the exam required to receive a free place at secondary 
school. 

He first appears in the result lists for the New Plymouth Swimming Club in 1921, but it was not 
until 1925 that he was labelled a star swimmer. In 1926 he set the record for Taranaki in the 
men’s 100 and 220 yards and he was chosen to represent the province in the senior men of 
the New Zealand Swimming championship.  

In the 1930s he was winning medals for his Irish Terrier dogs and in 1941 he was in the final 
Champion of Champion Fours for bowls. 

For most of his life he worked as a bank officer in Oamaru. He married Vera Jessica Cooke in 
1936. And he died at Oamaru on 11 Sept 1987. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com, Papers Past 22 Feb 1919, Taranaki Daily News, 28 Mar 1921; Christchurch Star 

14 Jan 1926, Otago Daily Times 22 March 1937, 31 Mar 1941. 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 106 
Medal St John Serving Sister breast badge and 12- year service with 2 clasps & Voluntary Service 

Medal 

Recipient Sister A. Helyer 
Biographical 
notes 

Annie Wrigley was born in New Zealand in 1858 the daughter of Henry Wrigley and his wife 
Eliza Pritchard. She married Walter James Helyer in 1887 and they had one daughter.  

Her involvement with St Johns is first noted in the newspaper when she received the St Johns 
Medallion in 1895. She joined the nursing division in 1903, and she was a member of the 
Association committee from 1920. She was awarded the Serving Sister badge in 1931. 

She died in Wellington on 31 Oct 1947. 
Comments Skilton NZ Type 4: 1924-1943 - H.T. LAMB - silver 
Sources Ancestry.com; Evening Post, 26 Sept 1931 [photo]; Greymouth Evening Star, 26 Sept 1931 

Skilton, Todd, (2023), “For Faith and Service - The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of 
Saint John of Jerusalem Priory in New Zealand” (Sister Helyer’s badge and medal are 
illustrated at p 186). 

Documents 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 109 
Medal NZ Service Medal of the Order of St John 
Recipient 4000. S. FREEMAN. WELLINGTON. N.Z. S.J.A.B.O. 1943 
Biographical 
notes 

 

Comments It is clear that the Freeman family was heavily involved in St Johns Ambulance, and there 
is even a Freeman cup, the newspaper report below may be this medal but it is quite a lot 
later 

Sources Hutt News, 26 March 1947 
Documents 

 
 

  



Lot number 114 
Medal NZ United Fire Brigades Association 5 Year Service Medal & Royal Humane Society of 

Australasia Bronze, awarded for proficiency in Swimming with reference to saving life 
Recipient FIREMAN R.HUMPRHEYS BY KAIAPOI B.C. 6-10-8 &  
Biographical 
notes 

1) Henry Rowland Humphreys was born in Kaiapoi in 1881. He worked at the Kaiapoi 
Woollen Mill.  He never married and he died in 1975 and is buried with his father in 
Christchurch. Henry Rowland used his middle name throughout his life, and he also 
used both the spelling of Humpherys and Humphreys. The first of these spellings was 
his official birth registration name. 
 

2) Arthur Ernest Humphreys was born in 1878 in Kaiapoi, Christchurch, the son of 
William Davy Humphreys and Jane Merrin. On 10 Sept 1917 he enlisted with the 1st Bn 
Canterbury Regiment (service no 68721) and he served on the Western European 
front. He was reported missing on 30 Sept 1918 and was subsequently found to be a 
POW. He was released on 11 Dec 1918 and discharged from service on 31 Oct 1919. 
He was awarded the BWM and Victory medal. He worked as a gas fitter. He married 
Winifred Dorothy Viggers in 1936 and he died in Christchurch in 1946. This award was 
to the public school boy who won the competition held at Kaiapoi. 

Comments  
Sources Ancestry.com; Christchurch Press, 21 March 1893; Archives New Zealand 
Documents  

 

  



Lot number 115 
Medal NZ United Fire Brigades Association Medal 5 Year Service Medal 
Recipient SECRETARY T.J.MOLONEY 
Biographical 
notes 

Thomas James Moloney was born in 1883, the son of Michael and Alice Moloney. He worked 
as a land saleman in Dannevirke. He married Fanny Mary Stokes in 1912 and he died in 
Hastings in 1938. 
He was honoured for his role in the big fire in Dannevirke in 1917 when 6 acres of the town was 
burned and he saved others property while the premises of Wickham and Moloney, land 
agents were lost. He resigned from his position as secretary in 1921. 

Comments  
Sources Manawatu Times, 23 Oct 1917; 10 March 1921; Ancestry.com 
Documents 

 
 

 

  



Lot number 117 
Medal NZ United Fire Brigades Association 5 Year Service Medal & Life member Medal 

Recipient Captain C COXALL 
Biographical 
notes 

Clarence Coxall was born in Victoria, Australia to Herbert Coxall and Catherine Primrose Glen 
Tennant. The family moved to Westland in about 1909 and he became a plumber. He married 
Ivy Ellen Byrne in 1919.  

He was active in the fire brigade serving as Captain of the Reefton Fire Brigade for many years, 
and was Captain of the Reefton Brigade from at least 1926 to 1942 (except for 1932) and 
Superintendent from 1943 until about 1950, and he was still active in the Brigade in1960.  

He represented Reefton at the United Fire Brigades Assn and he received their 25 year service 
gold star in 1946. He was elected Vice-President of the Assn in 1948. In 1949 he was elected 
President and the annual conference was, as a result, held in Reefton, which was reported to 
have taxed the accommodation available in the town. When he retired as President in 1950 he 
was made an honorary life member. 

He also was elected Chairman of the Inangahua County Council, the  Hospital Board the Grey 
Harbour Board and the Reefton Domain Board. He also was President of the Inanguhua Rugby 
League Club. He was active in the Reefton branch of the Labour Party. In the 1959 New Years 
Honours list he was awarded an MBE “for services to local government, especially as 
chairman of the Inangahua County Council”. 
He died in 1969. 

Comments Added one 2-year service clasp with matching tone – rest missing 
Sources Grey River Argus, 25 May 1945; 4 Mar 1948. Greymouth Evening Star, 6 Jun 1946; 25 Feb 1949, 

15 Feb 1950. 
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/1959_New_Year_Honours_(New_Zealand)  
https://westcoast.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/18959 (photo) 

Documents 

 
 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/1959_New_Year_Honours_(New_Zealand)
https://westcoast.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/18959


Lot number 118 
Medal NZ United Fire Brigades Association 5 Year Service Medal; National Fire Police Assn of NZ 

medal; NZ United Fire Brigades Association Life member Badge; & Franklin Mint Fire Fighting 
Appliances Commemorative Medal. 

Recipient George Henry Barney & Edmund George Hansen 
Biographical 
notes 

1) George Henry Barney was born in 1918, the son of James Barney and his wife Helen 
Curtis Webber. He started life as a grocer’s assistant in his father’s corner store. 
George took this over and developed it into Barney’s Supermarket, a major shop in Mt 
Maunganui. George was a founding member of the Mount Volunteer Fire Brigade and 
took various leadership positions in it. He was also a founding member of the Mount 
Golf Club. He married Elizabeth Ruby Doyle in 1948 (who lived to 105) and died in 
1973. 
 

2) Edmund George Hansen was born in Mauriceville, Wairarapa in 1905, the son of Evart 
Geork Hansen and Hansigne Petrine Pedersen. His grandparents were from Denmark. 
He worked as a labourer. He married Ruth Isobella Nelson and he died in 1983 

Comments  
Sources https://www.sunlive.co.nz/news/267190-betty-barney-turns-105-on-anzac-day.html; 

Ancestry.com 
Documents 
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